
NFL Draft – Day 2 Sunday, April 27, 2008 

 
 

 

The Cardinals wrapped up the 2008 NFL draft by picking WR Early Doucet, DE Kenny Iwebema, RB Tim 
Hightower, LB Chris Harrington and OT Brandon Keith. 
 
Cardinals picks for the 2008 NFL Draft. 
 
Rd. Overall Name Pos. College 
1 16 Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie CB Tennessee State  
2 50 Calais Campbell DE Miami (FL) 
3 81 Early Doucet WR Louisiana State  
4 116 Kenny Iwebema DE Iowa 
5 149 Timothy Hightower RB Richmond 
6 185 Chris Harrington LB Texas A&M 
7 225 Brandon Keith OT Northern Iowa 
 
CARDS HEAD TO BATON ROUGE IN ROUND 3: 

 With their third round (81
st
 overall) selection, the Cardinals took WR Early Doucet from LSU. Although 

Doucet became the 18
th
 player the Cardinals have drafted from LSU, he is the first to be taken by the 

Cards since they drafted LB Eric Hill with the 10
th
 overall selection in 1989. 

 

 The Cardinals selection of Doucet in the third round makes it eight drafts in a row in which the team 
selected a wide receiver.  

 

 Doucet was one of three LSU Tigers taken in the third round of the draft. Below is a list of the Tiger 
players taken in round three: 
 

Player Overall Team 
DB Chevis Jackson 68

th
  Atlanta 

RB Jacob Hester 69
th
  San Diego 

WR Early Doucet 81
st

  Arizona  
 
A FEW FACTS ABOUT DOUCET: 

 As a senior, was the leading receiver on LSU’s National Championship team, catching 57 passes for 525 
yards and five touchdowns despite playing much of the year with a groin injury. For his career at LSU, 
Doucet appeared in 45 games (22 starts) and hauled in 160 receptions for 1,943 yards and 20 
touchdowns. He also returned four punts for 20 yards, returned 13 kickoffs for 220 yards, and rushed 12 
times for 61 yards. 
 

 Joined future NFL receivers Dwayne Bowe and Michael Clayton as the only three players in LSU history 
with 20+ career touchdowns. Bowe finished with 26 touchdowns and Clayton finished with 21.  
 

 Doucet made his only trip to Arizona on September 10, 2005 as a member of the LSU team whose home 
game vs. Arizona State was moved to Arizona and was the Tigers first game following Hurricane Katrina. 
In a roller coaster game, the Tigers were down 17-7 in the fourth quarter before coming all the way back 
to eventually win 35-31 on a 39-yard game winning TD pass from JaMarcus Russell to Doucet on fourth 
down. 

 

 Coming out of high school, was ranked as the best receiver in the country and the top recruit in the state 
of Louisiana by College Football News. An all-around exceptional athlete, Doucet played quarterback, 
wide receiver, running back and returned kicks at St. Martinville, finishing his prep career with 7,104 all-
purpose yards and 79 touchdowns. 
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BACK TO DEFENSE IN ROUND 4: 

 For the third time in four picks, the Cardinals focused on the defensive side of the ball, taking Iowa DE 
Kenny Iwebema with the 116

th
 overall pick. He is the second defensive end taken by the Cardinals in the 

’08 draft (Calais Campbell, round two, 50
th
 overall).  

 

 With the selection of Iwebema, the Cardinals are surely hoping to continue their hot streak of picking 
defensive linemen in the middle rounds. Since 2004, the Cardinals have selected three other defensive 
linemen between rounds three and five, all who are current full-time starters for Arizona, combining for 
138 games played and 113 starts since ‘04. 
 

Player Year Rnd Overall GP/GS Note 
DT Darnell Dockett 2004 3 64 64/63 Earned Pro Bowl selection in 2007 
DE Antonio Smith 2004 5 135 46/29 Had career-highs in tackles and sacks in 2007 
DT Gabe Watson 2006 4 107 28/21 Started all 16 games in 2007  
 
A FEW FACTS ABOUT IWEBEMA: 

 Last name pronounced (ee-WEB-uh-muh). 
 

 With the Cardinals, Iwebema is reunited with defensive line coach Ron Aiken, the position coach who 
recruited him at Iowa and tutored him during his first three years with the Hawkeyes. 

 

 Appeared in 43 career games (30 starts) at Iowa and collected 106 tackles, 13.5 sacks and 19.5 stops for 
losses. 

 

 Due to his arm length, reach and vertical leaping ability, was known to excel on special teams at Iowa, 
where on two separate occasions in his career (vs. Illinois in 2005 and vs. Syracuse in 2007), he blocked 
two field goals in a game.  
 
IT’S RICHMOND IN ROUND 5: 

 Just as they did in round one, the Cardinals selected from a smaller school in round five, taking University 
of Richmond (Division I-AA) RB Timothy Hightower with the 149

th
 overall selection.  

 

 Hightower rushed for 1,788 yards and 14 touchdowns in his first three seasons at Richmond but knew 
that wouldn’t help him fulfill his dream of making to the NFL. So, in preparation for his senior season, 
Hightower worked diligently with Spider strength and conditioning coach Brandon Hourigan to improve his 
core conditioning, flexibility, strength and stride. Outside of his work with Hourigan, he took a few extra 
steps by taking classes in yoga and pilates. The results were a senior season that saw him break 18 
school, game, season and career rushing records at Richmond, including 1,924 rushing yards and 20 
touchdowns on the ground as a senior. 

 

 His 3,712 rushing yards are a Richmond career-record as are his 39 total touchdowns and 4,560 all-
purpose yards. He also amassed 106 receptions for 818 yards and 23 special teams tackles. He 
attempted one pass in his college career—a 24-yard pass that went for a touchdown. 

 

 His 1,924 rushing yards in 2007 rank third in Colonial Athletic Association history behind on Jerry Azumah 
of New Hampshire (2,195 in 1998) and current Cardinals running back Marcel Shipp (2,542 in 1998) with 
Massachusetts.  

 

 Earned All-State honors as both a junior and senior at Episcopal (VA) High School while also earning 
letters in basketball and track as well as being a four-time honor roll student. 

 

 One of two Richmond Spiders selected in the 2008 Draft. The other was WR Arman Shields (Raiders, 
fourth-round, 125

th
 overall) 

 



CARDS GO LINEBACKER IN THE SIXTH: 

 The Cardinals selected their fourth defensive player of the 2008 draft when they picked up Texas A&M 
DE/LB Chris Harrington in the sixth-round (185

th
 overall).  

 

 Harrington comes from a long line of Aggies. His uncle, Dave Elmendorf (who graduated in 1971), was  a 
three-way All-American for Texas A&M , earning honors in football, baseball and academics. He went on 
to become an all-pro performer while playing in the NFL with the Los Angeles Rams. His other two 
uncles, Harry (Class of 71) and Patrick (Class of ’71) Elmendorf both went to school at Texas A&M and 
his grandfather, Ed Elmendorf (who graduated in 1938), played for the Aggies in the late 30s.  

 

 Earned first-team All-Big 12 Conference honors in his junior year of 2006 despite the fact that he battled a 
torn right rotator cuff throughout the season.  

 

 Totaled 28 career starts for the Aggies (16 at left defensive end and 22 at right defensive end) and 
recorded 156 tackles, 15 sacks, 25 stops for a loss, eight QB pressures, one blocked kick, five fumble 
recoveries and five forced fumbles.  

 

 Like Cardinals fifth-round selection Kenny Iwebema, Harrington was a four-year honor roll student in high 
school. He also had the distinction of being listed in the Who’s Who Among American High School 
Students. 
 
CARDS FINISH WITH OFFENSE: 

 With their final selection of the 2008 Draft, the Cardinals picked Northern Iowa OT Brandon Keith in the 
seventh-round with the 225

th
 overall selection. 

 

 The selection of Keith gives the Cardinals three draft picks from schools outside Division I-A for the first 
time since the draft went to seven rounds in 1994. The only last time the Cards selected three players 
outside of Division I-A was in 1989 when they selected CB Rickey Royal in the seventh-round (177

th
 

overall) out of Division I-AA Sam Houston State, RB John Burch in the eighth-round (207
th
 overall) out of 

Division I-AA Tennessee-Martin, and DE Jeff Hunter in the 11
th
 round (291

st
 overall) out of Division II 

Albany State. 
 

 Keith becomes the first player from Northern Iowa ever drafted by the Cardinals. The Cardinals do have 
ties to Northern Iowa however, as QB Kurt Warner and Offensive Quality Control coach Dedric Ward are 
both alumni of the University. Ward was drafted in the third-round (88

th
 overall) by the Jets in the 1997 

draft while Warner signed with the Packers as an undrafted rookie free agent in 1994. 
 

 After not having anyone from the school drafted since TE Ryan Hannam went to the Seahawks in the 
fifth-round (169

th
 overall) in 2002, Keith became the second Northern Iowa alumni drafted in 2008. His 

fellow offensive line mate, OT Chad Rinehart, was taken by the Redskins in the third-round (96
th
 overall). 

 
 


